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The Foundations of Public Administration Series is a collection of articles written by experts in 20 

content areas, providing introductory essays and recommending top articles in those subjects. 
 

Public Service, Ethics, and Democracy 
A Syllabus 

 

To serve in the name of democracy is to acknowledge that every public servant is a citizen and 

every citizen is expected to serve the common good. As a consequence, one cannot discuss the 

intricacies of democracy without addressing the administrative “branch” of government 

consisting of those public administrators/civil servants on whom ultimate responsibility rests to 

insure that “the laws are faithfully executed.” 

 

To be sure, the effectiveness of every form of government depends wholly on the manner in 

which the corresponding administrative system faithfully embodies the fundamental value base 

that legitimizes the relevant form of governance. In the case of democracy, this means that the 

administrative cadres at all levels of government are expected to embrace the fundamental 

ethical/moral values that form the cornerstone of the democratic teleological vision. 

 

Freedom, equality, and justice are the bedrock values that all who serve in the name of 

democracy are obligated to expound as well as protect. In addition, there follows an ancillary, 

but equally significant set of ethical/moral values that needs to be embraced by public 

administrators and citizens alike; namely, kindness, unselfishness, and beneficence.  
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The articles contained in this syllabus, “Public Service, Ethics, and Democracy,” have been 

selected to demonstrate the extent to which ethical/moral values are deeply and widely 

embedded in our democratic system. The prime challenge for the students who move through 

the subsequent sets of articles is to integrate the ethical elements examined here into a viable 

and dynamic ethical system capable of guiding democracy through the challenges and demands 

of a Twenty-first Century network of global governance. Public service in a global mode cannot 

be ignored; the future begins in the present.  

 

I.  INTRODUCTION 
2. OVERVIEW 
3. HISTORICAL ANTECEDENTS 
4. ETHICAL CODES 
5. SEMINAL VOICE 
6. SHOULD ADMINISTRATION HAVE A SOUL? 
7. DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES 
8. SHAPING AN ETHICAL CITIZENRY 
9. META-ETHICS 
10. E-ETHICS, THE NEW PUBLIC MANAGEMENT, AND THE FUTURE 
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